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For more details see: www.museumwales.ac.uk/learning  

 
 

Foundation phase  Museum staff and teacher-led 
activity   

Morning Visit: 1 hour object handling 
activity, craft activity and teacher led trail. 

Brief description:  
Explore a range of toys from the Victorian 
toy box and discover how different forces 
and mechanisms create movement.  
Make a moving toy to take back to class.  
Use a trail to look at the Museum’s new 
collection of moving toys. Play, investigate, 
learn and have lots and lots of fun.  

 

Knowledge and Understanding of 
the World 
 
Time and people 
Children should be given 
opportunities to: 

 use a range of historical 
sources, including artefacts 

Myself and non-living things 
Children should be given 
opportunities to: 

 experiment with different 
objects and sort them into 
groups 

 
 
 

 

 

Feedback: 
 

Learning objectives: 
 

 explore how toys move, sorting them into those which work with a ‘push’ or a 

‘pull’ and explain how other toys move using ‘twist’, ‘wind‐ up and ‘blow’.  
 give children the opportunity to investigate different types of old toys and to 

understand how they work.  
 

 

This session can be adapted for some 
special needs groups – please contact to 
discuss. 
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Activity  Skills Skills framework 
 

Moving toys: In this 1 hour facilitated session, children will explore a 
variety of old wooden and metal toys and consider how they move. 
Children will focus on the vocabulary of ‘push’, ‘pull’, ‘twist’, ‘wind‐up’ 
and ‘blow’ and be encouraged to use the appropriate word to the 
relevant toy to describe its movement.  
Children will create their own moving parts toy to take home with 
them.  
Made in Wales Gallery: During this 30 minute teacher led gallery 
activity, children will look at some of the toys made in Wales and 
record their findings in a booklet.  
 

Knowledge and Understanding of the 
World  

 seeing links between cause and effect 

 making comparisons and identifying 
similarities and differences  

 

Literacy  
Oracy:  
Developing and presenting 
informational and ideas.  
Aspect: speaking  

 
Discuss with your class:  

 What are the children’s favourite toys and why do they like them?  
 

Resources that your pupils will use during the visit:  
Children will explore a variety of replica push toys; pull toys; 
push and pull toys; blow toys; twist toys; wind-up toys and 
simple clockwork toys.  
Children will decorate and assemble a Jumping Jack style 
moving toy and use a activity booklet to explore Made in Wales 
Galley  
 
Health & Safety Information for schools:  
http://www.museumwales.ac.uk/en/learning/healthandsafety  

Follow-up activities:  

 Create a shadow puppet theatre in the classroom using the 
moving toy made at the Museum.  

 Find out more about toys from the past and how they are 
different to those of today. Think about the materials they are 

made from.  
 Discuss what toys were played with in the past and are still 

popular today. Why do they think that is? What toys are 
popular today which did not exist in the past?  

 Ask children to draw their favourite toy from the Museum 
visit. Can they remember any information about it?  

 Create a toy museum in the classroom and ask family or 
community members to visit the school to talk about the toys 
and games they played with when they were young.  
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Preparations: 
 
Preparations :  

 Introduce or remind the children that force is either a push 
or a pull. A force is needed to stop or start an object 
moving and to change the speed or direction of movement. 
A twist is a push and pull combined and to blow is to push 
using air.  

 
 

Links:  
 
http://www.museumwales.ac.uk/en/2444/  
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