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A year of exciting art and science exhibitions and a programme of 
workshops await you at National Museum Cardiff. This inspiring 
learning environment offers interactive sessions to encourage critical 
thinking and the development of key skills. Read on to find out 
what’s happening. 

Group visits must be booked in advance
This is essential even for self-led visits. Please call the Learning Team on 
(029) 2057 3240. Once a booking has been made, we will send you written 
confirmation. If circumstances change and you are no longer able to visit 
or attend the session you have booked, please contact the Learning Team 
immediately so that your place can be offered to another school.

Please be aware that museum displays can change and some paintings or objects 
might not be on display when you visit. If you want to see a specific object please 
ask when you book your visit.

Health and safety information
You will find health and safety information to help you complete your risk 
assessment at www.museumwales.ac.uk/learning/cardiff.

Eating arrangements
You can reserve a space for eating packed lunches in the Clore Meeting Place, 
on a first-come first-served basis, when you make your booking.

Booking and planning

About us
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For a large print version of this leaflet, call (029) 2057 3240

There is a charge for sessions led by Museum staff that are designed to be 
curriculum focused. There are four different prices (excluding VAT): 

for sessions of up to 1 hour
for up to 15 pupils - £27

for sessions of up to 1 hour
for up to 35 pupils - £42

for sessions of up to half a day
for up to 15 pupils - £47

for sessions of up to half a day 
for up to 35 pupils - £77

 
If your school is in Wales and is recognised by the government 
as having more than 20% of its pupils in receipt of free 
school meals according to the latest data, there will be no 
charge for sessions. Special Educational Needs and Pupil 
Referral Unit groups are also eligible for free sessions.

We will send your school an invoice after your visit. This 
must still be paid if you cancel later than 10am on the 
day before or are late on the day and miss your session. 
Prices exclude VAT but most schools can claim this back. 

Charges for facilitated sessions

Entry is FREE 

thanks to 

the support 

of the Welsh 

Government

The Learning Department
National Museum Cardiff
Cathays Park
Cardiff
CF10 3NP

(029) 2057 3240

learning@museumwales.ac.uk 
 
 @MuseumCdf_Learn

 National Museum Cardiff

www.museumwales.ac.uk/learning

Contact information

National 
Museum 
Cardiff

N

500ft
100m

Cardiff City 
Centre

A470

A4161

Millennium 
Stadium

Cardiff 
Castle

A4161

M4 Junc 32

Cardiff Bay

M4 Junc 29
Newport Rd

Cardiff Central 
Station

Queen St
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All our facilitated sessions are based on the seven areas of learning contained in the 
Foundation Phase Framework and on the Skills Framework. We value and promote 
thinking, talking and doing through first-hand experiential activities.

Sounds of the Dinosaurs
Imagine what noises dinosaurs may have made, handle real dinosaur bones and 
take part in a lively, sound-based story about a forest at the time of the dinosaurs. 
Accompanying storybook Albie the Adventurer is for sale in the shop (£4.99).

Hip, Hippo, Hooray
Meet Heulwen the hippo and take part in an interactive story about this very special 
mammal and her friends from sub-Saharan Africa.

Little Explorers
Become a museum explorer and handle some real and replica museum objects. Great 
for developing literacy and numeracy skills. 

Hooter the Owl
Explore the life of Hooter, the woodland owl, and meet his woodland friends.

Turtles at Sea
Explore the leatherback turtle through story and play, and make a turtle to take 
away.

Art – My First Gallery Visit
Explore a range of contrasting artworks through looking for clues, describing and 
asking questions. Pupils will make their own art work inspired by what they have 
seen to take away. 

The above sessions are 1 hour long and are led by Museum staff. 

The cost per session is £27 for up to 15 pupils, £42 for up to 35.

Max. 30 pupils per session. Please phone for available dates.

Number and language play
Book a number play bag to help develop basic numeracy and 
literacy skills as you go around the Museum. Activities include rhyme 
and counting games.

FREE:
TEACHER

LED
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All our facilitated sessions are based on the National Curriculum, incorporating skills 
and learning across all subjects. We aim to offer your pupils a learning environment 
where thinking, talking and doing are integral parts of the experience. 

Discover!
This workshop takes place in the Clore Discovery Centre, a gallery that offers the 
opportunity to handle and investigate real and replica objects such as insects, fossils, 
bones and Roman artefacts. 

During this facilitated session pupils will discover the work of museums, explore and 
handle objects and make a museum label for their favourite object. This session is 
great for developing numeracy and literacy skills. 

Science

Biodiversity Matters
Discover what biodiversity is and why it is important. Explore major issues like 
deforestation, overfishing and hunting.

Minibeasts 
Sort, identify and explore bugs and spiders from our collections. Find out about 
adaptations, lifecycles and symmetry. Great for developing numeracy skills.

Skulls, Teeth and Bones 
Explore our body and compare to skeletons and skulls, from dogs and sheep to the 
more exotic tigers and elephants.

Food Chains and Habitats
Explore the gallery’s woodland habitat and learn about food chains and webs – 
pupils create food chains using real mounted animals and skeletons.

Dinosaur Detectives
Come face to face with dinosaurs, explore feeding adaptations and handle some real 
dino bones. 

Meteorites
Follow the journey of a meteorite from the asteroid belt to Earth, discovering how 
it got here and what it can tell us. Use investigative skills to explore real meteorites 
including some of the oldest objects in the solar system.
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Science Time
Use the new science learning resource to plan your own 
session in one of the science galleries. These galleries 
are diverse, covering many different topics within the 
science curriculum such as habitats, animals, plants, dinosaurs, 
minerals and biodiversity. 

The content is also relevant to the National Numeracy and 
Literacy Framework.

National Science & Engineering Week
13 – 22 March, 2015
Make your Science Week extra special with a visit to the Museum. Choose one of 
our hands-on science workshops listed above to add to your experience. Grants are 
available each year to schools, which can cover the cost of a visit to the Museum 
during science week. Visit www.britishscienceassociation.org/welshgrant to find 
out more. Applications for grants open in September. 

FREE:
TEACHER

LED

In your school

Spring Bulbs for Schools Investigation 
Plant bulbs in your school grounds to study climate change. Join this UK-wide 
investigation – and improve science & numeracy skills. Apply by 25 July 2015 to 
begin in September 2015. www.museumwales.ac.uk/en/scan/bulbs

Join the Open Air Laboratories (OPAL) with Amgueddfa Cymru
Amgeuddfa Cymru’s Community Scientist can come to your school and lead a 
science investigation about your school grounds.  Your class can study air quality 
by looking at lichens, soil quality by surveying earthworms and biodiversity by 
hunting for bugs, or studying hedgerows. 

Sessions are suitable for KS2 to A level and address the interdependence of 
organisms.

Field guides and supporting resources are available and the sessions are free in 
Wales as OPAL is funded by the National Lottery. For further information: 

opalnatureexplore.org
Contact: barbara.brown@museumwales.ac.uk
02920 573 233

K
S

2
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Art

Welsh Landscapes
Explore how artists have been inspired by different elements within the landscape. 
Pupils will create mini landscapes based on the paintings they have seen.

Historic Portraits
Learn how to read a portrait and look for clues that reveal information about 
individual sitters.

Portraits through Time
Study a range of portraits from the historic to more recent times to consider changes 
in styles and purpose. Pupils will create quick portraits of each other as part of the 
workshop.

Colour and Impressionism
Discover how artists used colour and light to record the world around them during 
the late 19th century. Pupils will use oil pastels to create an impressionistic sketch. 

Sculpture
Materials and form will be explored through sculpture, ranging from the realistic to 
more abstract works.

Unless otherwise stated, all sessions are 1 hour long and are led by Museum staff. 

The cost per session is £27 for up to 15 pupils, £42 for up to 35.

Max. 30 pupils per session. Please phone for available dates.

Art Time
Choose your own works of art and lead your own gallery session. Free 
learning resources from our website can help you plan this. 

K
S

2

FREE:
TEACHER

LED
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Temporary exhibitions this year

I Spy Nature
19 July 2014 – April 2015
Experience how scientists’ observations lead to new discoveries. A hands-on, 
exhibition allowing you to try your hand at observing and recording nature.  
Experience how a Victorian naturalist sketched the natural world, or how modern 
technology allows scientists to image objects in 3-D. Discover how insects view 
nature differently, or get up close and personal with dozens of natural history 
objects under the microscope.

Learning resources to accompany this exhibition are available online. 
Why not combine a visit to the exhibition with a museum led science workshop. 

Efforts and Ideals: Prints of the First World War
2 August 2014 – 7 January 2015
This exhibition displays all of the works from the 1917 print portfolio 
The Great War: Britain’s Efforts and Ideals, commissioned by the Ministry of 
Information.

Divided into Ideals and Efforts, these lithographs provide a broad and fascinating 
representation of Britain’s war objectives, military activities and effort on the Home 
Front.

Some of the best known British artists of the period contributed to the series 
including Augustus John, Frank Brangwyn, William Rothenstein and C.R.W Nevinson.

Workshop (KS2 and KS3 pupils)
Comparing the Efforts and Ideals prints with Frank Brangwyn’s painting A Heavy 
Gun in Action.
Students will focus on the ‘Making Guns’ and ‘Making Soldiers’ themes within 
the exhibition, compare these with the representation of guns and soldiers in the 
painting A Heavy Gun in Action and then present their findings to the class.
Learning resources to accompany this exhibition are available online.
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Artes Mundi 6

25 October 2014 – 22 February 2015
Artes Mundi, a major international contemporary art exhibition and the UK’s 
biggest art prize, returns, bringing some of the world’s most pioneering artists to 
National Museum Cardiff, Chapter and Ffotogallery.
This must-see exhibition will feature ground-breaking work including film 
installations, sculpture, painting and performance. The overarching theme is the 
human condition and, within this, the artists explore many themes which have 
relevance to our everyday lives.
For more information about the artists visit www.artesmundi.org

Gallery workshops for schools and colleges
These workshops will encourage students to develop their own personal 
response to the exhibition through a range of activities.
Each workshop can be adapted for Foundation Phase, KS2, KS3, KS4, 
A/AS level, as well as the Welsh Baccalaureate and pupils with special educational 
needs. For details of learning programmes at the other exhibition venues, Chapter 
and Ffotogallery, visit www.artesmundi.org
Dates: Tuesday – Friday 10.15am and 11.45am

Duration: 1¼ hour

Numbers: Max 30 students

FREE
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Image courtesy of the artist
Carlos Bunga

Landscape, 2011
Site specific installation at the Hammer Museum, Los Angeles, 

Cardboard, packing tape, matt paint and glue
Photo: Brian Forrest

(the work is a representation of the artist’s work and will not necessarily be included in the exhibition)

Preview for Teachers, Lecturers, Group Leaders and Educators
Tuesday 4th November 16.00 – 19.00
National Museum Cardiff
This is an opportunity for you to become familiar with the 6th Artes Mundi 
exhibition and the free learning opportunities for children, young people and 
adults. You can drop in for a short time or stay longer to experience the whole 
exhibition.

Learning Resources
Free bilingual learning resources are available to support your visit to the exhibition. 
They include information about the artists and their works, suggesting 
cross-curricular themes which can be explored and activities to develop visual 
literacy and critical thinking skills. 

The resources will be available from September to download from the Artes Mundi 
website: www.artesmundi.org
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Supporting teachers

Preview visits

We would be very happy to meet you to help you plan your own self-led visit to the 
Museum. Please email learning@museumwales.ac.uk to arrange a meeting. 

Bespoke training day for your school

We can offer a tailored training day for your school. Contact us to discuss your 
requirements.

Teacher Science Conference

Saturday 4 October 10-2pm 
Join us for our annual conference, in partnership with the Association for Science 
Education Cymru. This year’s theme, Art of Communication, will feature talks, 
discussions and workshops to help you inspire your pupils. Book early, spaces are 
limited. 

Booking is essential for all of the above. Please call (029) 2057 3240.

Self-led 

visits to the 

Museum 

are free

Resources 

The following resources are available to support your visit to the 
Museum and can all be downloaded free from our website: 
www.museumwales.ac.uk/learning/cardiff/resources

These include:  

 ● Art learning resources for the historic art collections, impressionist and modern 
art and Margam house pictures amongst others.

 ● Science Learning resource with ideas for gallery activities and links to the literacy 
and numeracy framework.

 ● Explorers book for visits to the Clore Discovery Centre


