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Wales has made a massive contribution to industry and 
innovation over the past 300 years. At the National 
Waterfront Museum, visitors hear the stories of people 
who lived through the major changes, and find out what events have helped 
shape the Wales we know today. The museum is a stimulating out of classroom 
environment where your pupils can try out a range of interactive, skills-based 
sessions on a wide variety of themes. 

There is a charge for curriculum-focused sessions led by Museum staff. There are
four different prices (excluding VAT):

for sessions of up to 1 hour
for up to 15 pupils - £27

for sessions of up to 1 hour
for up to 35 pupils - £42

for sessions of up to half a day
for up to 15 pupils - £47

for sessions of up to half a day 
for up to 35 pupils - £77

If your school is in Wales and is recognised by the government as having more
than 20% of its pupils in receipt of free school meals according to the latest data,
there will be no charge for sessions. Special Educational Needs and Pupil Referral 
Unit groups are also eligible for free sessions.

We will send an invoice to your school after your visit. This must still be paid if you
cancel later than 10am the day before, or are late on the day and miss your session.
Prices exclude VAT but most schools can claim this back.

Charges for facilitated sessions

About us
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The National Waterfront Museum
Maritime Quarter
Oystermouth Road
Swansea
SA1 3RD
(029) 2057 3600
learning.waterfront@museumwales.ac.uk  

 @the_waterfront 

 National Waterfront Museum www.museumwales.ac.uk/learning

For a large print version of this leaflet, call (029) 2057 3240

Group visits must be booked in advance
We strongly recommend that you visit the Museum before bringing a school
group. The Learning Team is able to offer familiarization days at the Museum or
after-school appointments to help you prepare.

Health and safety information
You will find health and safety information to help you complete your risk
assessment at www.museumwales.ac.uk/learning/waterfront

Cloakroom
Facilities are available for depositing coats and bags. Toilets are located nearby.

Eating arrangements
The lunchroom can be booked for 30-minute slots. Call (029) 2057 3624 if you
would like to pre-order packed lunches for £2.95 per head from our café.

Shop 
Our shop sells quality, affordable gifts including ‘pocket money bags’ from £1
and upwards. Gifts linked to your session’s learning theme are also on sale. 
When booking, please let us know if you want to visit our shop.  

Special educational needs
Our workshops can also be adapted for small groups of pupils 
with special educational needs, giving added emphasis to sensory 
experience. The Museum is fully accessible. Please call us for further 
details or if you would simply like practical advice about making a 
visit with your group.

Booking and planning

Contact information

A483

M4 Junction 42 

Entry is FREE 

thanks to 

the support 

of the Welsh 

Government
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Sessions available for Foundation Phase

Welsh Pirates
Meet the friendly pirate character and be wowed by the drama of the high seas. 
Use your imagination as you hear about the exploits and daring raids of one of
Wales’s most famous and notorious pirates - Barti Ddu.
One character actor session and one teacher-led activity. Also available for KS2.

Dark & Light
Join in with activities and simple investigations to understand light and shadows in 
the company of professional science rapper Jon Chase. 
One hour facilitated session and one teacher-led activity.

Moving Toys
Explore toys from the Victorian toy box and discover how different forces and
mechanisms create movement. Use a trail to look at the Museum’s new collection
of moving toys and even make one to take back to class. Play, investigate, learn and 
have lots of fun!
One hour activity led by Museum staff and one teacher-led activity.

Words and Wings 
Learn about the real and fascinating story behind the Museum’s red monoplane and 
let it inspire you to write your own. Award-winning, local author and illustrator, 
Thomas Docherty, will be on hand to explain how fact can be the perfect starting 
point to head off on your very own imaginative journey.
45 minute literacy session and a 15 minute facilitated gallery session.

Shopping in the Early 20th Century 
Come and find out what shopping was like in the early 20th Century and 
discover how it has changed. Meet our shopkeeper and take part in a 
hand-on activity to learn about the life and work of the shop.
One character actor session and one teacher-led activity. Also available for KS2. 

To complement this activity why not choose a Royal Mint Museum activity and find out about coins? 

See page 7 for more details.

A Seaside Journey
Take a ‘ride’ to the seaside in the company of a character actor. Discover how train 
travel transformed the lives of ordinary people. Find out how we used to enjoy a day 
at the seaside using artefacts and photographs.
40 minute character actor-led session, 20 minute facilitated gallery session and 1 teacher-led activity.

Unless otherwise specified, all sessions above cost £27 for up to 15 pupils, £42 for up to 35.

Call (029)2057 3600 for available dates.
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Royal Mint Museum Activities

Pennywise (Years 3-6) 
Pupils use children’s rhymes as a historical source to help 
them learn about pre-decimal coins and how money has 
changed over time. Includes object handling and activities. 
This session lasts one hour and is free of charge as it is delivered by a partner organisation.

Sessions available for KS2

Machines and Inventions
Discover more about machines and inventions connected with Wales both in the past 
and present. Meet Richard Trevithick, the man who invented the first steam
locomotive and changed the world and hear the inspiring story of the first man to 
design and build an aeroplane in Wales.
40 minute character actor session, 20 minute facilitated gallery session and a teacher-led trail. 

Also available as Planes, Train and Automobiles for Foundation Phase.

Materials
Join professional rapper and CBBC Science presenter, Jon Chase, to explore 
how properties of materials relate to their uses. Follow a trail devised by Jon to 
investigate natural and man-made materials in the galleries and help him complete 
some science raps as well as have fun making your own. 
One hour facilitated session and one teacher-led activity. 

Victorian Investigation
Follow the footsteps of Mr Rosser around Swansea on the day of the 1851 Census. 
Interrogate a wide range of objects associated with the different characters and 
piece together what life was really like in Victorian Swansea.
40 minute character actor session, 20 minute facilitated object handling session and a teacher-led 

activity.

Victorian Medicine
Join a character actor and find out about the grim ways the Victorians treated
their illnesses from blood-sucking leeches and broken bones to amputations without 
anaesthetic. Explore the themes of sickness and health through objects and 
hands-on activities.
1 hour facilitated session. Please note that while most pupils enjoy the session, some of our more 

sensitive visitors may find the topic a little worrying. We are happy to talk through any concerns you 

may have. 

All sessions above cost £27 for up to 15 pupils, £42 for up to 35.

Call (029)2057 3600 for available dates.
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Supporting Teachers

Entry to the Museum and teacher-led activities are free and we have a variety of free 
resources to enable you to get the most out of your visit. Resources include: 

 ● ready-to-use gallery activity sheets and trails
 ● explorer boxes, that include real and replica objects along with teachers’ notes, 

that provide facts and ideas for questions and discussion with your class. They 
must be booked in advance and are available on the following subjects:
•  Transport
•  Dark and Light
•  Food from the Sea

 
Photography is allowed in the Museum and is a good way to record the visit, refresh 
memories and generate discussion back at school. Observational drawing is allowed 
on the galleries with dry art materials.

To book self-guided visits, Explorer Boxes or to find out more please contact
learning on (029)2057 3600 or email learning.waterfront@museumwales.ac.uk


