
Celtic Village (28)

 Two houses have been built based on evidence from different places in Britain:    
Moel-y-gerddi in Gwynedd and Conderton in Worcestershire. The other house was  
recently taken down as part of an archaeological experiment. This one was based 
on evidence from Moel-y-gaer in Flintshire.

Who lived here?

 Nobody lived in these houses, as they have been recreated. In the Iron Age a 
family of between two and ten people could have lived in houses like these.

Points of interest

 The houses are built from different materials: one has dry stone walls 
while the other two are made of wattle and daub. Wattle is made from a woven 
willow fence, to which daub a mixture of mud, straw and cow dung _ is added.

 Archaeologists find clues when they dig, which help us work out how these 
roundhouses might have looked. By recreating these houses and experimenting 
with different building techniques, we can learn more about how people in the 
past built their homes.

 The houses are filled with replicas of objects that Iron Age people used.

 The beliefs of people change over time. What we would think of as a household 
object, or ornament, could have hidden meanings 2,000 years ago.

 In the biggest house, you can see two iron fire dogs next to the central fire.  
These are based on the Capel Garmon firedog from north Wales. The original is 
displayed in National Museum Cardiff.

Where can I find more information?

 The following CD Roms can be brought from the Museum shop: Our Celtic Tribe, 
Discovering the Celtic Iron Age in Wales andThe Iron Age: a resource for teachers.

What is it?

 These are recreated round-
houses. We believe people 
lived in similar roundhouses 
during the Iron Age, just over 
2,000 years ago.


